Supreme Court appoints receiver to Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation
The Wirlu-murra Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation (WMYAC) has welcomed a Supreme Court decision to
appoint a receiver to the Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation (YAC).
Supreme Court Justice Rene Le Miere appointed Ian Charles Francis to oversee YAC until an April 19
General Meeting in which YAC members will vote to elect a new board of directors.
His Honour Justice Le Miere said in his reasons that his decision was “to see that the property and
resources of the corporation are under control of the receiver so that they cannot be used or applied to
favour one group over another.”
The appointment of a receiver follows a Supreme Court decision on March 9 that YAC had no validly
appointed directors and therefore a directors’ meeting, and the resolutions passed at the directors’ meeting,
in December last year were invalid.
YAC member John Sandy, who brought the case before the courts, welcomed the decision.
“I am pleased that the Supreme Court has recognised that an independent third party is necessary to
oversee YAC in the lead up to the General Meeting next month to ensure that the election is fair.”
“We are relieved that finally Yindjibarndi people will be able to vote with their hearts and elect a board of
directors who are truly representative of all people in our community,” said Mr Sandy.
Mr Sandy’s lawyer Martin Bennett alleged in court that the current YAC executive could not be trusted to
remain impartial in the weeks leading up to the General Meeting next month.
“Michael Woodley, in his capacity as CEO of YAC, clearly used his position and the resources of YAC to
attack my client Mr Sandy and members of the Wirlu-murra group to marginalise them and limit their
involvement in the affairs of YAC,” said Mr Bennett.
His Honour Justice Le Miere found that “there is a risk that if the property and resources of YAC remain
under the control of its executives they will be used to unfairly discriminate against the WMYAC group in
favour of the defendants’ group.”
In Justice Le Miere’s written judgement, he said “executives must not act in a way that appears to be unfair
or unjust to members of the corporation or conduct the affairs of the corporation in a way that is unfairly
prejudicial to, or unfairly discriminatory against, a member or members of the corporation.”
The Supreme Court also ordered on the application of Mr Sandy that the receiver shall not make any
decisions on native title matters without prior approval of the court.
The Wirlu-murra organisation is united in its determination to preserve Yindjibarndi heritage, to secure a
successful future, to create opportunities and deliver lasting results for the Yindjibarndi community.
The Yindjibarndi people are the traditional owners of a large part of the central Pilbara stretching from the
Millstream-Chichester National Park south across the Fortescue River into the Hamersley Ranges.
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